
 

Carlos Abril is Associate Professor and Coordinator of Music Education at the 
Bienen School of Music at Northwestern University. He has presented at conferences 
throughout the US and abroad. He recently co-edited a book on music teaching and 
learning throughout the lifespan called Musical Experiences in Our Lives. His 
musical arrangements and instructional materials are published by World Music 
Press and found in the Macmillan/McGraw-Hill’s textbook series, Spotlight on 
Music. 

  

 

Doug Ahlstedt has performed as an operatic tenor in the world's major opera houses, 
including over two hundred performances at the New York Metropolitan Opera.  He 
is a professor of voice at Carnegie Mellon University and affiliated with the 
University of Pittsburgh Vocal Health Center.  

  

 

Artie Almeida  has taught for 32 years during which her dynamic school ensembles 
have performed for MENC, AOSA, and on the NBC Today Show. She was a Florida 
Music Educator of the Year and a UCF Alumni of the Decade. Artie is also a 
saxophone instructor and performs on historical winds. 

  

 

Rob Amchin, music education professor at University of Louisville, is an AOSA 
International Teacher Corps member. He teaches Orff Schulwerk throughout the 
United States, in Israel, Europe, China, Russia, and Canada. 

  

 

A champion of historical and contemporary American opera, Kathleen Baker 
founded the professional company, Opera Americana. Creator of partnerships 
between Washington National Opera and schools in Alexandria and Arlington, VA, 
twice an NEH Study Fellow and frequent grant recipient, Ms. Baker is a National 
Board Certified Teacher in Early and Middle Childhood Music.   
 

  

 

Donna Basile teaches grades 3-5 in Greenlawn, NY. She has presented workshops at 
county, state, and national conferences and is co-chair for a county wide recorder 
festival. She is certified in both music and special education and is a member of the 
Recorder Orchestra of New York. 

  

 

Amy Beegle is Assistant Professor of Music Education at the College Conservatory 
of Music at the University of Cincinnati. In addition to being a Teacher Education 
Instructor, Amy taught general music K-8 for 11 years in New Mexico, Illinois, and 
Washington state. Her research interests and workshop topics include children’s 
musical creativity, the pedagogy of world music traditions, American music 
education during wartime, and Orff Schulwerk philosophy and history. Her 
publications include articles in the Journal of Research in Music 
Education, the Journal of Historical Research, The Music Educators Journal, 
the Orff Echo, and the Kodály Envoy.   

  



 

Judy Bond is Professor of Music and Coordinator of Music Education at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. She is an AOSA past president and past chair 
of the Alliance for Active Music Making. She has presented Orff sessions and 
courses at the state, national, and international levels. She has also taught Orff 
Teacher Education Courses. She is an author of Share the Music and Spotlight on 
Music, published by MacMillan/McGraw-Hill.  

  

 

Eleanor D. Brown received her Ph.D. from the University of Delaware in 2005 and 
is an Associate Professor at West Chester University, where she directs the Early 
Childhood Cognition and Emotions Lab (ECCEL). Her scholarly works have been 
published in journals such as Child Development, Developmental Psychology, and 
Early Childhood Research Quarterly.  

  

 

Sheila Buck has taught music for16 years and has completed three levels of Orff 
Schulwerk Teacher Education. She is president of the Greater Rochester AOSA 
chapter and has presented at the state and local levels. She holds a M.Ed. from 
Roberts Wesleyan and a B.M. from Syracuse University.  

  

 

Jennifer Bugos currently serves as Assistant Professor of Music Education at the 
University of South Florida. Jennifer holds a Ph.D. in Music Education, with a Minor 
in Gerontology. Her pre-college teaching experience includes positions in the schools 
of Orange County and Seminole County, where she taught Pre-K-5 general music, 
choir, and Orff ensemble. Her main research interests include the neurological basis 
for music perception and cognition with regard to human development, lifespan 
learning, and cognitive transfer.  

  

 

Amy M. Burns holds a B.A. in both Education and Performance from Ithaca College 
and an M.S. in Music Education from Central Connecticut State University. She also 
holds TI:ME levels 1 and 2 certification as well as Orff level I and Kodály level I. 
For 14 years, Amy has taught Pre-Kindergarten through third grade at Far Hills 
Country Day School, in Far Hills, New Jersey. She has presented sessions and 
written articles on integrating technology into the elementary general music 
classroom. Ms. Burns is an award winning teacher and is the President of The 
Technology for Music Education (TI:ME) 

  

 

Dena Byers teaches K-5 music in the Durham Public Schools in NC, and is the 
Associate Conductor of the Durham Children’s Choir. She has presented at AOSA 
Professional Development Conferences in San Jose and Milwaukee as well as for 
Orff chapters across the country. Dena served as a Region IV Representative on the 
AOSA National Board of Trustees. 
 

  

 

Steven Calantropio taught music and movement in the River Edge, New Jersey 
public schools for 31 years. He is well known as a course instructor, workshop 
presenter, and elemental composer both nationally and internationally. Steven serves 
as AOSA’s first Education Director.  

  



 

Vivian Murray Caputo  has taught music in public and private schools for many 
years. She has presented numerous workshops for AOSA Chapters and AOSA 
Professional Development Conferences. She is an instructor for levels I, II, and III 
Orff Schulwerk Teacher Education Courses. She was the National Conference Co-
chair for the 2005 AOSA Professional Development Conference.  

  
  

 

Since graduating from Indiana University and the Orff Institute, Victoria Redfearn 
Cave has been teaching music and movement for 17 years. She currently teaches 
grades 4-8 at St. Anne's-Belfield School in Charlottesville, VA. In addition, Victoria 
is a movement instructor for AOSA Teacher Education courses.  

  

 

Michael Chandler lives in Dallas and is the music specialist at Valley Ridge 
Elementary in Lewisville, TX, where he directs the Valley Ridge Singers and the 
Valley Ridge Schulwerk Ensemble. He teaches in Orff Schulwerk Teacher Education 
courses and has served as a Regional Representative on the AOSA National Board of 
Trustees. 

  

 

Joseph Coleman has been teaching music for 20 years. He is the music specialist at 
St. Anthony Catholic School in Madison, MS. Andrea Coleman is the Artistic 
Director and Founder for the Cantabile Youth Chorale. The Colemans are frequent 
workshop presenters.  

  

 

Sheila Collins, director of the Wing and a Prayer Pittsburgh Players, is a national 
InterPlay leader. She has presented and written pieces on the use of the performing 
arts for individual and community transformations. A former professor of Social 
Work, Sheila, is author of the book, The Dance of Selfcaring, Selfhealing and the 
manuscript, Dancing on Behalf of Life and Death.   

  

 
 
 

 

Paul Cribari  is an Orff Schulwerk teacher in the Cherry Creek School District in 
Colorado. There he teaches first through fifth grades and conducts the school choir 
and the Advanced Percussion Ensemble. In addition to his work with children, Paul 
teaches Orff Teacher Education courses and is a regular clinician for local chapters of 
AOSA. He received his Orff Levels I, II, and III and has presented sessions at state 
and local conferences as well as numerous National Professional Development 
Conferences of AOSA. 
 
 
Certified in Orff, Kodaly, and Music for People, Martha Crowell teaches Lower 
School Music at Springside Chestnut Hill Academy in Philadelphia. Her work with 
adults includes recorder levels courses, AOSA conferences, and teacher workshops. 
A PAOSA past president and former co-chair of the AOSA/ARS committee, she now 
serves on the AOSA Guidelines Revision Committee. 
 

  



 

Deborah Cunningham is an affiliate artist at the Setnor School of Music, Syracuse 
University. She is active as a workshop clinician across the United States, and is an 
approved teacher educator for level I Teacher Education pedagogy in Orff 
Schulwerk. 

  

 

Das Collectif was founded in 2007 as a movement performance group of the Orff 
Institute in Salzburg. Various members of the group take turns in the role of 
choreographer. In addition, guest choreographers are regularly invited to contribute 
additional input, leading to a variety of pieces that make the connection between 
music and dance, visible and audible.  

  

 

Ruth Debrot teaches in Sharon, MA. She has published articles in MENC’s 
Spotlight on General Music and for the Mass Music News. Ruth has presented for the 
AOSA National Professional Development Conference, numerous AOSA chapters, 
and State Conferences. She recently received the Lowell Mason Award and is 
currently pursuing her doctorate at Boston University. 

  

 

Robert de Frece recently retired as Professor of Music and Music Education in the 
Faculties of Education and Arts at the University of Alberta. Dr. de Frece directed  
choirs at Archbishop Jordan High School in Sherwood Park, Alberta for nine years  
and spent six years as a Music Consultant with Alberta Education. He is Music  
Director of Greenwood Singers, the University of Alberta Mixed Chorus, and  
founder and music director of the University of Alberta Faculty of Education Handbell 
Ringers. As the author of a number of textbooks, he has presented music education 
workshops throughout Canada, the United States and in the People’s Republic of  
China, and has established a wide reputation as an adjudicator. 

  

 

Randy DeLelles taught elementary music for the Clark County District in Las 
Vegas, NV for 25 years. He is an active workshop presenter throughout the United 
States and Canada. Together with Jeff Kriske, Randy has made contributions to the 
McGraw-Hill, Silver Burdett, and Warner Bros. textbook series. They have co-
authored 13 publications and recently completed work on GAMEPLAN: An Active 
Music Curriculum for Children (K-5) 

  

 

Rollo Dilworth , Associate Professor of Choral Music Education at Temple 
University, is an active conductor, educator, and clinician who has taught choral 
music at the elementary, secondary, and university levels. His research interest is in 
the areas of African-American music and music education, curriculum, and 
instruction. Rollo is an award-winning composer. His choral compositions are part of 
the Henry Leck Choral Series published with Hal Leonard and Colla Voce Music 
Company. 

  

 

Jennifer Donovan teaches K-5 music at Clear Creek Elementary in Shawnee, KS.  A 
member of the 2009 Kansas Teacher of the Year team, she has served on the AOSA 
National Board of Trustees as Regional Representative and Treasurer. She is a 
frequent presenter at AOSA Professional Development Conferences and chapters 
across the country. 
 



  

 

Don Dupont presents with Brian Hiller at national and state conferences around the 
country as well as for AOSA chapters. He is an elementary music specialist in New 
York state, a co-author of numerous books and articles, and an AOSA Teacher 
Education course instructor.  

  

 

Carol Erion  has served as AOSA President, Vice President, Regional 
Representative, Orff Echo Editorial Board member, and currently serves as 
chairperson of the Guidelines for Teacher Education Courses Revisions Committee. 
In 2009 Carol received the AOSA Distinguished Service Award. She is retired as 
Fine Arts Supervisor for the Arlington, Virginia Public Schools.  

  

 

Amy Fenton has been teaching music for 15 years and currently teaches grades K-5 
in Haslett, MI. She is a recorder instructor for AOSA Teacher Education courses. 
Amy has just completed service on the AOSA National Board of Trustees as Region 
VI Representative. 

  

 

Rahel Seraina Imbach Ferner (Das Collectif) works as a freelance dancer and 
teacher. In 2005 she graduated from the Salzburg Experimental Academy of Dance 
(SEAD) and then completed a residency at the Tisch School, New York University.  
In addition to performing, she also creates her own pieces with musicians and other 
artists. She teaches ballet, modern, improvisation, composition, yoga, qi gong, and 
creative dance for children at various institutions.                                                                         

  

 

Brent Gault is currently Associate Professor of Music Education at the Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music. He has taught elementary and early childhood 
music courses in numerous states. He specializes in elementary general music 
education, early childhood music, and Kodály-inspired methodology. Gault also has 
training in both the Orff and Dalcroze approaches to music education. In addition, 
Gault serves as the program director for the Indiana University Children's Choir, 
where he conducts the Allegro Choir. He is a past president of the Organization of 
American Kodály Educators.  
 

  

 

Martha Glaze-Zook is a graduate of Ithaca College and The Curtis Institute of 
Music. She has completed her Orff Teacher Education. A faculty member of 
Philadelphia’s Settlement Music School since 1988, she teaches children ages 3-12. 
Martha is a frequent clinician for early childhood music education.   

  



 

Saskia Muriel Gompf (Das Collectif) has been a student of Elemental Music and 
Dance at the Orff Institute since 2009. Upon completing her sports mentors training 
in 2005, she taught children's dance groups at sports clubs and at the Hölderlin 
Gymnasium Nürtingen. As a musician, she has performed with the Nürtingen Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and the Hölderlin Gymnasium  
Symphony Orchestra (including appearances in El Escorial, Spain, and in Cardiff, 
Wales).    

  

 

In 1979, Barbara Grenoble opened the Grenoble Studio of Musical Arts to 
preschool through high school students in Englewood, Colorado. She has influenced 
the teaching of Orff Schulwerk locally and nationally by instituting and directing one 
of the early American teacher training programs at the University of Denver. She is 
the recipient of the Distinguished Service Award from AOSA and received the Hall 
of Fame award from the Colorado Music Educators Association. 

  

 

Johanna Häberlein (Das Collectif) attended the vocational school for music in Bad 
Königshofen Bavaria, where she completed her education in conducting. She has 
conducted numerous choirs.  Johanna began her studies at the Carl-Orff-Institute, 
University Mozarteum, Salzburg in 2009. 

 
  

 

Jaree Hall teaches elementary music in Nashville, AR. She is a National Board 
certified teacher and has completed three levels of Orff Teacher Education courses 
and master class. Past president of the Arkansas Music Educators Association, she 
has presented numerous workshops throughout the state. Jaree is also a contributing 
editor for Reverberations.  

  

 

An Orff specialist in the Memphis City Schools Elementary Music Program, Mimi 
Hamilton has taught urban children for over 20 years. Nationally Board Certified in 
2010, she served as co-chair of the 1994 and 2006 Memphis Orff All-City Concert. 
She has presented professional development sessions, and is president of the 
Memphis Chapter, AOSA. 

  

 

James Harding teaches music to children ages 3-13 at the San Francisco School. He 
has taught workshops and courses nationally and internationally. He is a Teacher 
Education Course instructor. James was the local co-chair of the 2007 AOSA 
Professional Development Conference, The Art of Play. 

  

 

Barbara Haselbach, professor and former director of the Orff Institute and the 
Special Course, in Salzburg, Austria, is the editor of Orff Schulwerk Informationen 
and president of the Orff-Schulwerk Forum. She has served as chairperson for the 
International Orff-Schulwerk Symposia, is a published author, choreographer, and 
international presenter.  

  



 

BethAnn Hepburn is a former member of the AOSA National Board of Trustees 
and a Level I Teacher Education movement instructor. She teaches grades 4-6 in 
Streetsboro, Ohio.  

  

 

Jean Hersey is a Course Director and Level I Pedagogy Instructor. She is also the 
Orff Curriculum and Design Instructor at VanderCook College of Music. She had the 
honor of presenting the opening session at the 2009 AOSA Professional 
Development Conference in Milwaukee. She teaches fifth and sixth grade music at 
Deer Path Middle School in Lake Forest, IL.  

  

 

Brian Hiller  presents with Don Dupont at national and state conferences around the 
country, as well as for AOSA chapters. He is an elementary music specialist in New 
York state, a co-author of numerous books and articles, and is an AOSA Teacher 
instructor.   

  

 

Peter Hinch teaches grades 1-6 general music in West Chicago, Illinois. He has 3 
levels of Teacher Education plus a Master Class. He is an active member in the 
Greater Chicago AOSA chapter, having held several board positions. Currently the 
chapter’s college liaison, Peter is a newly elected AOSA Regional Representative. As 
a member of the “Wesoly Lud”, a Polish Folk Dance Ensemble, Peter has performed 
all over the United States and Poland. 

  

 

Maggie Hoffee teaches music and movement for the Scarsdale, NY Public Schools. 
She has served as a clinician for AOSA Chapter workshops, Professional 
Development Conferences, and is a movement instructor for Teacher Education 
courses. Maggie coordinated the movement component of Silver Burdett’s 2002 
Making Music Series. 

  

 

Brent Holl  lives in Bridgewater, VA, and taught middle school music in Virginia for 
33 years. He teaches courses in Orff Schulwerk and is a national clinician for 
children’s choirs. He completed all levels of Orff Education courses at the University 
of Memphis with further study at George Mason and Hamline. 

  

 

Deborah Imiolo has a BM Degree in Music Education, Applied Percussion, and a 
Performer’s Certificate from the Eastman School of Music. Her MA is from the 
University of St. Thomas. Deborah won the Classroom Music Teacher of the Year 
Award by the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and the Erie County Council for 
Music Educators. She has also performed at Carnegie Hall.  

  



 

Alejandro Jimenez is a 36-year veteran urban educator in Hartford, CT. He has 
presented workshops for AOSA, MENC, and the National Multicultural Symposium. 
He has published with World Press Music, MacMillan, Connecticut State Kodály 
Urban Multicultural Publications, Silver Burdett, and Music K-8 Magazine. He is the 
2006 State of Connecticut Elementary Teacher of the Year and is a performer of 
Latin music ensembles.  

  

 

Christine Jordanoff is known for her many contributions to music education in 
America. As professor and Chair of Music Education at Duquesne University, 
Christine has created the opportunity for hundreds of beginning and experienced 
teachers to build or reshape their approaches to choral education. She has designed 
an exceptional laboratory setting in tandem with The Children’s Festival Chorus 
program in Pittsburgh, PA. As artistic director of the program since 1986, she has 
guided this three-tiered choral program to its present level of national renown and 
success. 

  

 

Chris Judah-Lauder teaches music in Dallas, TX, and is an instructor for AOSA 
Teacher Education courses. She is a contributor to music textbooks, chaired the 2009 
AOSA Professional Development Conference in Milwaukee, and is the Vice 
President of AOSA. She has presented workshops at AOSA professional 
development conferences, state conferences, and local chapters across the nation and 
has authored 14 publications.  

  

 

Laurie Keough, MSEd, MT-BC, LCAT is Clinical Assistant Professor of Music 
Therapy at Nazareth College in Rochester, NY. Prior to teaching at Nazareth, she 
spent 14 years in music therapy work specializing in children and adolescents who 
have severe and multiple developmental disabilities at Mary Cariola Children’s 
Center in Rochester.  

  

 

Cora Lee Khambatta has been using Orff and creative drama techniques in music 
teaching since the 1970’s. Choral groups under her direction have performed at the 
Kennedy Center, the Virginia Music Education Association Conference, the State 
Department and others. She has presented at an AOSA National Professional 
Development Conference and has received teacher awards in 1996, 2005, and 2006.  
The Spanish Chorus that she founded has performed numerous bi lingual operas.  

  

 

Lynn Kleiner  is founder and director of Music Rhapsody, a music school for parents 
and infants, toddlers, and continuing through 8th grade Orff and recorder ensembles. 
Lynn has presented for many AOSA and MENC conferences as well as NAEYC, 
AMTA, and ISME. Her instruments, books, DVDs, and CDs have won many awards. 

  

 

Mary Knysh  is a professional musician, multi-instrumentalist, recording artist, 
innovative workshop facilitator, and teaching artist. Mary has presented at Orff 
Conferences and chapters throughout the United States and Australia. Her work is 
featured with the Pennsylvania Arts Council, Young Audiences of New Jersey, New 
York BOCES, and Music for People. 

  



 

Eve Kodiak received her A.B. from Harvard, M.M. from New England 
Conservatory, and License from Educational Kinesiology Foundation. Eve is a 
published author and composer and is currently collaborating on a new CD/Book set 
with listening therapist, Paul Madaule. She has taught at the CCSU Summer Music 
Institute and is a frequent conference presenter (ECMMA, Brain Gym). Eve is also a 
recording artist on solo piano and has performed with cellist David Darling.  

  

 

Jeff Kriske recently retired as director of music activities at The Meadows School in 
Las Vegas, NV. He is an active workshop presenter throughout the United States and 
Canada. Together with Randy Delelles, Jeff has made contributions to the McGraw-
Hill, Silver Burdett, and Warner Brothers textbook series. They have co-authored 13 
publications and recently completed work on GAMEPLAN: An Active Music 
Curriculum for Children. (K-5) 

  
  
  

 

Sandy Lantz has been teaching at Edison Park Arts School in Fort Myers, FL since 
1991. She has taught at the college level as an adjunct professor. Sandy is the past 
president of the Southwest Florida Orff Chapter. She is a published composer with 
the Eldridge Publishing and co-recipient of the 2002 Zornio Memorial Playwriting 
Award from the University of New Hampshire. In 2004, Sandy was the recipient of 
the FMEA Music Educator of the Year Award. In 2007, Sandy became a National 
Board Certified teacher. 

  

 

Elina Lautamäki  (Das Collectif) studied at the Jyväskylä Conservatory. After 
graduation as a pop/jazz singer, she began her pedagogical studies at the Jyväskylä 
University of Applied Sciences, majoring in Early Childhood Music Education. At 
Jyväskylä, she has participated in various groups as a singer, musician, and actor. She 
is currently an exchange student at the Orff Institute in Salzburg. 

  

 

Rick Layton teaches at the Key School in Annapolis, MD, and at the University of 
Maryland in College Park. Additionally, he teaches AOSA Teacher Educator courses 
at three universities. Rick has been a clinician at numerous AOSA chapter workshops 
and has presented regularly at AOSA Professional Development Conferences since 
1988. 

  

 

Kay Lehto teaches K-5 music at Gilbert Magnet School for Communication and 
Creative Arts in Las Vegas, NV. Prior to that, she taught music in Kenya, East Africa 
and in the Cayman Islands. In addition to teaching Level One pedagogy and 
movement at AOSA Teacher Educator Courses, Kay is an active workshop presenter. 
She has served as National Conference Chairperson for two AOSA National 
Development Conferences and is the current AOSA Recording Secretary. 

  

 

MaryLynn Lightfoot  is the Choral Editor for Heritage Music Press. Her published 
choral works number over 230 and she has received many prestigious awards from 
both ASCAP and ACDA. A former teacher, she is in frequent demand as a guest 
conductor/clinician for both schools and churches. She has had the privilege of 
working with thousands of students, teachers, and directors through workshops, 
clinics, and conventions in 37 states and throughout Canada.  
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Sanna Longden presents world dances at AOSA and other educational co
courses, and chapters. Her articles have appeared in The Orff Echo
publications. She is the co-author of two books, contributing author and clinician for 
the Silver Burdett/Pearson Making Music Textbooks, and producer of instruction
DVDs and CDs.  

Sofía López-Ibor  has taught preschool through high school music for the 30 years. 
An international workshop presenter, Sophia is instructor for
courses and music didactics to the Special Course at The Orff Institut
Austria. She is the author of Quien canta su mal espanta, and

Yeng Loong has completed all levels in Kodály and Orff
presented at numerous national and international conferences. Her research on early 
childhood and elementary music has been published in several leading journals. 
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Cak Marshall  is Educational Director of Peripole-Bergerault, Inc. 
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Peggy McCreary teaches preschool through high school students at the Grenoble 
Studio of Musical Arts. A frequent presenter at AOSA conferences and national 
workshops, she has also taught recorder and percussion at university programs. She 
shares instrument repair information in Reverberations and an AOSA video, and has 
written for The Orff Echo and Orff Re-Echoes. 
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Jennifer S. McDonel is Executive Director and faculty member for the Gordon 
Institute for Music Learning and Presidential Fellow at the University of Buffalo. Her 
19 years teaching experience span early childhood, general, instrumental, and college 
level music. Jennifer has completed Orff Level I, ECMMA Level 3, Kindermusik, 
Musikgarten, and GIML Levels 1-5.  

  

 

Karen Medley, an active clinician and instructor throughout the country, has also 
had work recognized in publications. A recipient of the Rotary Award for Teacher 
Excellence in Memphis City Schools, she currently teaches in Massachusetts. Her 
service to AOSA includes Regional Representative and National Conference Chair 
for several conferences.  

  

 

Darla Meek serves as Lecturer in Music Education at Texas A&M University-
Commerce, teaching graduate and undergraduate classes and supervising student 
teachers. Darla teaches both pedagogy and movement for AOSA Teacher Education 
Courses. She is an active clinician and currently serves as President of the North 
Texas Chapter of AOSA.  

  

 

Kordula Möser (Das Collectif) studied at the Carl Orff Institute, specializing in 
dance. She teaches in Salzburg at SEAD, at the Carl Orff Institute, and in a music 
school in Berchtesgaden, Germany. Her expertise is creative dance, modern dance, 
and education in music and dance for children age four to six. She has been a 
member of Das Collectif, since 2007.  
 

  

 

Sue Mueller, OS Levels I-III, master class, taught K-5 music until her appointment 
as Assistant Professor of Music Education at UNLV. She actively presents at the 
local, state, and national levels, and is a Level I&II pedagogy Teacher Educator. She 
has served as AOSA Region II Representative, 2010 National Professional 
Development Conference Chair, AOSA Vice President, and President. 

  

 

Stephen Neely, Carnegie Mellon Artist Lecturer in Dalcroze Eurhythmics, and past 
president of the Dalcroze Society of America, enjoys traveling to present workshops 
and clinics to schools, universities, and music organizations around the globe from 
Pennsylvania to California, the U.S.A. to Jakarta, Indonesia.  

  

 

Erliana OwYang founded the Creative Arts Teaching Alliance, in Shanghai, China. 
Erliana is a graduate of the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, with over 20 years of 
teaching children in private and classroom settings. She is the music education 
consultant for Children Development Centres in a few cities in China and teaches 
Orff Creative Music Movement classes in the Child Development Centre and 
Children Rehabilitation Centre in Shanghai. She has also presented workshops for 
teachers in Singapore, Malaysia, Shanghai and WenZhou, China.  
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Born in Leipzig, Irina Pauls (Das Collectif) studied at the Palucca School, Dresden
and Choreography at the Theaterhochschule, Leipzig. She worked as the Artistic 
Director and Choreographer of Dance Theatre at Altenburg, Leipzig, Oldenburg, 
Heigelberg, and Freiburg, creating 45 world premieres. She also worked abroad in 
Athens, Kiev, Perm, Dublin, Manila, and Salzburg.  

Karen Petersen is a graduate of Carnegie Mellon University with a B.F.A. from the 
painting and design department. She has received grants from the N.E.A. and
Massachusetts Council for the Humanities as well as an artist
Chelmsford, MA. As a high school and fourth grade classroom teacher, she has 
always integrated fine arts into the curriculum. She is a passionat
studying voice, piano, lute and guitar, and continues to paint and draw daily.

Karen Petty teaches Elementary Music, Chorus, and Recorder Consort at Trevor 
Day School in New York City. Previously, she taught K-6 music for 21 y
Colorado. She is president of the New York City Chapter of AOSA, past president of 
the Rocky Mountain Chapter, and a former AOSA Region Representative. Karen has 
presented for many AOSA Professional Development conferences and

Marilyn Pitcairn  is the Elementary Music Coordinator for the Adams 12 School 
District in Westminster, CO. She has completed two levels of Orff 
Education and holds Level III Kodály certification. She has a 
Instruction and Curriculum, and has a longstanding interest in clinical, 
developmental, and cognitive psychology.  

Michelle Fella Pryzbylowski teaches at Cheltenham Elementary School, Grades K
4. She has Orff Schulwerk Teacher Education, Choral Music Experience, and Kodály
Certifications. Michelle is an AOSA Teacher Educator and is a past
Representative. 

Tim Purdum  teaches K-12 Music at the Price Lab School in Cedar Falls, Iowa. He 
is a Teacher Educator, Course Director, and Instructor. Tim has presented for AOSA 
and numerous chapters around the country. 

Lissa Ray currently serves as the Region VI Representative to the AOSA National 
Board of Trustees. She has taught general music in public schools for 30 years, 

movement for AOSA Teacher Education Courses, and is Director of 
Children’s Music at Northminster Presbyterian Church.  
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Susanne Rebholz (Das Collectif) is a teacher for dance at the 
erforming Arts Mozarteum /Orff-Institute in Salzburg, where she also studied 

music and dance education, having previously studied dance in New York. She now 
dance technique, improvisation, choreography, and children’s dance

presents workshops in movement and dance all over the world. As
choreographer she performs with “Das Collectif” and works in her own practice as a 
Movement Psychotherapist. 

Melissa Reed (MT-BC) is a music therapist /music educator for Hilton Central 
Schools in New York. Melissa is a sought after clinician on the topic of music for 
students with special needs. She also teaches in the undergraduate /graduate music 
education department at Nazareth College of Rochester.  

Janet Robbins is Professor of Music Education at West Virginia University. Recent 
involvement with Music Alive, a federally sponsored student
project with two universities in Brazil, has led to the study of traditional music, 
dance, and cross-cultural creativity in the neighborhoods and schools 

 

Kathy M. Robinson is Associate Professor of Music Education at the University 
Alberta and the Director of Umculo! Kimberley. She has presented and published 
research focused on world musics in education and culturally relevant pedagogy and 
is an active clinician with more than 90 presentations given on five continents. 

Russian Duo, Terry Boyarsky and Oleg Kruglyakov, an in
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Konnie Saliba is Professor Emeritus of Music at The University of Memphis
She has extensive experience in choral and general music teaching in elementary and 
secondary public and private schools. Ms. Saliba is nationally recognized as a 
consultant in Orff Schulwerk. At The University of Memphis
Master of Music with a concentration in Orff Schulwerk. She is past president and 
national honorary member of AOSA.  

Rogers Sams teaches young children at Hathaway Brown School in Cleveland, 
travels around the country leading workshops for educators and 
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Roberta Schomburg is Associate Dean and Director of the School of Education at 
Carlow University in Pittsburgh, PA. She oversees the Graduate Studies in Early 
Childhood Education at Carlow and has been a consultant with the Fred Rogers 
Company for 29 years. She and Hedda Sharapan have presented at numerous national 
conferences and have collaborated on a wide variety of publications and professional 
development materials for teachers. Roberta is Vice President of the National 
Association of the Education of Young Children. 
 

  

 

Julie Scott is Assistant Professor of Music Education at Southern Methodist 
University. She served as AOSA President from 2009-2011. Julie taught elementary 
music in Texas Schools for 17 years and has been director of children’s choirs for 
over 30 years. She is Director of Music Educators’ Workshops at SMU, and has 
taught summer Orff Schulwerk courses to adults at seven universities.  

  

 

Hedda Sharapan has worked closely with Fred Rogers and The Fred Rogers 
Company since 1966. Now as Director of Early Childhood Initiatives with an M.S. in 
Child Development, she helps carry on the Fred Rogers legacy through writing, 
speaking at conferences, creating and presenting professional development materials 
for early childhood educators.  

  

 

Sue Snyder is president of Inventive Designs for Education and the Arts, LLC and 
director of The Total Learning Institute. She is an author and publisher, consultant, 
workshop clinician, and recipient of a 2007 NAACP Education Award.  

  

 

Jim Solomon is an author, national clinician, National Board Certified Teacher, and 
K-5 music instructor. Former Teacher of the Year in St. John’s County, Jim teaches 
general music, chorus, recorder club, and D.R.U.M. in Florida. He is an AOSA 
Teacher Education Instructor. Among his books are Toasted, Hands On, and 
D.R.U.M. 

  

 

Mary Helen Solomon, following 25 years of work in elementary music, now teaches 
middle and high school students at Episcopal High School, Jacksonville, FL. She is 
an Orff Schulwerk Teacher Educator in the United States and New Zealand and has 
published several collections of Orff materials. 

  



 

M’Lou Speranza has been with the Music Building Blocks Program with the 
Rochester, NY City School District Universal Pre-K for 12 years and worked as a 
general music classroom teacher, K-6. She is noted for her work in Early Childhood.  

  

 

Stan Spottswood is an educator, composer, conductor, workshop presenter, 
recording artist, arranger, and orchestrator. His many published materials include 
those for children. He has served as a music educator in elementary, middle, and high 
school positions for 25 years, and is presently director of the choir program at Our 
Lady of Good Counsel High School in Montgomery County, MD.  

  

 

Joyce Stephansky has been teaching music and movement education for over 18 
years in the metro Washington, DC area. She teaches in Fairfax County Public 
Schools and at George Mason University, where she teaches Undergraduate 
Elementary Methods. She is an AOSA Teacher Educator. 

  

 

Nina Stern is a leading performer of the recorder and classical clarinet, concertizing 
widely as a soloist and with orchestras such as The New York Philharmonic, New 
York City Opera, and Philharmonia Baroque. She has recorded extensively, is 
director of the award-winning educational outreach program S’Cool Sounds, and is 
the author of the Recorder Without Borders books for recorders and percussion. 

  

 

Holly Stumpf attended the first one-year English course at the Orff Institute. She is 
an Elementary Music Specialist in Lexington, MA, where she develops 
interdisciplinary curricula with Karen Petersen, her co-presenter. They have been 
presenters at the New England AOSA Chapter and National Professional 
Development Conferences in Phoenix and Omaha.  

  
 

  

 

Judith Thompson-Barthwell  presently teaches at Emerson School in Ann Arbor, 
MI. Formerly a public school music teacher, Judy has taught music and dance K-12. 
She has completed Orff levels from the University of Denver and Memphis State 
University and a studies year at the Orff Institute in Salzburg, Austria. Judy has 
taught Orff courses within the country and at international Orff courses. She is a 
Movement Contributing Author of the 2005 Silver Burdett Making Music. 
 

  



 

Sally Trenfield teaches music methods courses at the University of Texas, 
Brownsville. She was an elementary music specialist for Brownsville public schools 
for 15 years. She has taught Level I Orff Pedagogy and has been a clinician for state 
and national conferences in the United States and Mexico. Sally has just completed 
serving as Regional Representative on the National Board of Trustees for AOSA. 

  

 

Wendy Valerio is Associate Professor of Music and Director of the Children's Music 
Development Center (CMDC) at the University of South Carolina School of Music 
where she teaches graduate and undergraduate music methods courses.  Wendy is a 
movement instructor for Orff Teacher Education courses (Level I, II), a member of 
the Gordon Institute for Music Learning Mastership Certification Faculty, a member 
of the Alliance for Active Music Making, Chair-elect for the MENC Early Childhood 
SRIG, and is a frequent early childhood and elementary music clinician. 

  

 

Doris Valtiner -Pühringer (Das Collectif) is a graduate of elementary music and 
dance education at the Orff Institute, Department of Mozarteum, Salzburg. In 
addition, Doris also studied choreography at the Dartington College of Arts in 
England where she performed in several productions. She currently works at the Orff 
Institute as a Senior lecturer in dance and didactics and is also a music and dance 
teacher at the Musikum Salzburg in the Elementary Music Education Department.  

  

 

Paula Ludwig Van Houten has been a classroom music teacher for 25 years and is 
currently at Esperanza Elementary School in Los Angeles. Most of her students are 
newcomers from Mexico and Central America. Paula has just completed a term 
serving as Regional Representative on the AOSA National Board of Trustees. 

  

 

Gretchen Wahlberg is currently teaching at Veteran’s Park Academy for the Arts in 
Lehigh Acres, FL. As an adjunct professor, she has taught at several universities.  
She has presented numerous workshops in Florida, New York, Georgia, and Texas.  
She won the Golden Apple Teacher recognition program in 1996.  She is the past-
president of the Southwest Florida Orff Chapter. In 2006, Gretchen received the Lee 
County Music Teacher of the Year award and is a National Board Certified Teacher.   
 

  

 

Patrick Ware holds degrees from Westfield State College, Radford University, and 
Shenandoah Conservatory. Having completed his Orff Schulwerk Teacher 
Education, he now is a Teacher Educator for movement and recorder. Patrick teaches 
elementary music in Prince William County, Virginia. 

  

 

Sarah Watts is the Visiting Assistant Professor of Music Education at Bucknell 
University in Lewisburg, PA. Her teaching specialties include early childhood and 
elementary music education. Her research interests address transgenerational musical 
play and narratives of musical life experience. Sarah is also involved with world 
music, particularly those musical traditions of the Pacific Islands region.  



  

 

Laura Webster, an AOSA Teacher Educator in movement, has been published in 
The Orff Echo, and co-directs The Crooked River Ensemble with Jenny Burnett. 
Laura is the music teacher for Grades K-4 at Hathaway Brown School in Shaker 
Heights, OH, where she has taught for 12 years. She is a workshop presenter 
throughout Ohio and at national conferences.  
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Catherine West is well known across Canada as a workshop clinician, course 
instructor, and author. She is editor of Carl Orff Canada’s national journal, Ostinato. 
Catherine recently completed a term as a music consultant for the Toronto District 
School Board and was a headliner at the VOSA Conference in Melbourne, Australia.  

  

 

Rachel Whitcomb is Assistant Professor of Music Education at Duquesne 
University. She is the creator and teacher of 1-2-3 Music, a class for 6-8 year olds 
that includes participation for pre-service music teachers. Her work has been 
published in Music Educators Journal, The Kodály Envoy, and General Music 
Today.  

  

 

Baruch Whitehead, an Associate Professor of Music Education at Ithaca College, is 
an elementary music specialist with the Orff Schulwerk process. He is an AOSA 
Teacher Educator.  

  

 

Nick Wild  teaches Pre K-5 general music in Danvers, MA. He is a member of The 
Orff Echo Editorial Board and has presented workshops at the local and national 
level. Nick teaches recorder for AOSA Teacher Educator courses, levels I-III and 
received his musical training at The Julliard School.  

  

 

Sheila Woodward is Chair of Music Education at the University of Southern 
California. Her research focus is music and wellbeing. She explores this from before 
birth to adulthood, with studies on the fetus and neonate, the young child, at-risk 
youth, the juvenile offender, and the adult musician. 

  

 

Pam Yanco teaches recorder at AOSA Teacher Education courses and is on the 
music education faculty at the Boston Conservatory. She is co-founder of Eine Kleine 
Konsort, a recorder ensemble that works with beginning recorder players. Pam is the 
past president of the New England Orff Chapter.  



  

 

Maribeth Yoder -White freelances as a choral/general music education specialist 
and is Program Director for ArtsNOW, an Atlanta-based non-profit providing arts 
integration training and resources. A former university faculty member, Yoder-White 
teaches Orff Teacher Education courses, presents workshops, and serves as choral 
clinician and adjudicator nationally and internationally.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


